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AMENDMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria r VA 22313-1450 
SIR: 

This is responsive to the Office Action mailed 
April 23, 2004 , the term for response to which expires on 
July 23, 2004. 

Amendments to the Claims are set forth in the listing of 
claims which begins on page 2 of this paper. Claims 1-14 are 
amended, and claims 15 and 16 are added. 

Remarks begin on page 11 of this paper. 
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Attached hereto is a highlighted copy of our August 2004 
Monthly Statement of Deposit Account 06-1378. The $86 fee, 



charged on August 9, 2004 (Control No. 1, Fee Code 1201) for an 
independent claim in excess of three, is respectfully submitted 
to be in error for the following reason. 

The Amendment, transmitted via facsimile on July 23, 2004, 
added new claims 15 and 16 -- both of which were dependent upon 
existing claims. There were four independent claims at the time 
of filing (claims 1, 6, 8, and 13), and those are still the only 
independent claims now that the above-identified application has 
been allowed. No additional independent claim fee was required. 
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